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PREFACE

The Art of Co-operation is presented, like its predecessor, The
Great Approach — New Light and Life for Humanity, in three
independent but related parts. Each part contains a powerful and
enlightening article by my Master followed by a talk or
commentary by myself. These provided the keynote talks at
conferences in San Francisco, USA; Kerkrade, Holland; and
Shiga, Japan. Each is followed by a large section of varied
questions arising from the talks.

Part One, ‘The Art of Co-operation’, which gives its title to
the book, discusses at length the opposing ways of approaching
and dealing with life: co-operating or competing. It traces the
competitive spirit back to the animal kingdom and shows its
gradual replacement by co-operation as humanity advances.
Many of the problems of the modern world are seen in this
context and co-operation is shown as the way, in line with our
soul’s intent, to solve them.

Part Two, ‘The Problem of Glamour’, tackles the ever-
present problem of illusion — glamour is illusion on the
astral/emotional plane. It is shown as the fog that hides the truth
of reality from most of humanity and causes the pain and
suffering of the world. Under the impact of new and powerful
energies these glamours are now focused as never before, leading
eventually to a great leap forward in human evolution as we free
ourselves from their age-old grip.

Part Three, ‘Unity’, presents the idea of unity from an
entirely new standpoint: as the fundamental state which all of us,
knowingly or not, are seeking, since it reflects the identity and
inter-relation of all atoms in cosmos. Co-operation is seen as an
aspect of unity, and essential for its creation. Co-operation and
unity are shown as soul qualities, more and more in evidence as
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humanity grasps the reality of life; and as prerequisites for
solving the many problems facing us today. With the teaching and
example of Maitreya and His group of Masters to inspire us, we
are left in no doubt that we shall overcome these problems and
continue joyfully on our journey of evolution.

Background Information

These lectures and answers to questions were addressed primarily
to groups familiar with my information and previous publications.
Therefore I speak freely about the Lord Maitreya and the Masters
of Wisdom, without the need to explain Who They are, Their
work and relation to humanity. For new readers, however, some
explanation is essential and I offer the following brief account of
Their work and plans.

The Masters of Wisdom are a group of perfected men Who
have preceded us in evolution and indeed have reached a point
where They need no further incarnation on our planet.
Nevertheless, They remain on planet Earth to oversee the
evolution of the rest of us. They are the custodians of the
evolutionary process, the guides, the mentors, the protectors of
the race, and work to fulfil the Plan of Evolution of our Planetary
Logos through humanity and the lower kingdoms. For many
thousands of years They (and Their predecessors) have lived
mainly in the remote mountain and desert areas of the world —
the Himalaya, Andes, Rockies, Cascades, Carpathians, Atlas,
Urals, and the Gobi and other deserts. From these mountain and
desert retreats They have overseen and stimulated human
evolution from behind the scenes.

For over 500 years They have prepared Themselves for a
group return to the everyday world which, I submit, is now in
progress. In July 1977, Their head and leader, the Lord Maitreya,
Who embodies the Christ Principle (the energy of Love) and holds
the office of World Teacher, descended from His Himalayan
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retreat and entered London, England, His ‘point of focus’ in the
modern world. Maitreya lives in the Asian community of London
as an ‘ordinary’ man awaiting the appropriate time to come
openly before the world. He is expected by religious groups under
different names: the Christ; the Imam Mahdi; the Messiah;
Krishna; Maitreya Buddha. He does not come as a religious
leader but as an educator in the broadest sense.

Maitreya’s presence will galvanize humanity into making the
necessary changes in our political, economic and social life which
will guarantee peace, justice and freedom for all humanity. His
major concern is the disparity in living standards between the
developed and developing worlds, which, He says, threatens the
future of the race. Recent terrorist activity is a symptom of these
divisions. Maitreya sees the principle of sharing as the key to the
solution of our manifold problems, and the means of bringing
humanity into right relationship. Maitreya has said: “Take your
brother’s need as the measure for your action and solve the
problems of the world. There is no other course.” Soon Maitreya
will be seen on major television in America (unannounced as
Maitreya) and His open Mission will begin.

In January 1959 I was contacted by one of the Masters in the
Himalayas and soon after by Maitreya, Himself. I was offered the
task of preparing the way for Their emergence, creating the
climate of hope and expectancy, a task on which I have been
engaged now for 28 years. In the course of the training by my
Master to prepare me for this work, we have established a
moment-to-moment two-way telepathic link. This enables Him to
communicate with me, with the minimum of His attention and
energy. He forged an instrument through whom He could work,
and which would be responsive to His slightest impression (of
course, with my complete co-operation and without the slightest
infringement of my free will). The Master’s articles contained in
this book were dictated by Him originally for Share International
magazine.
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Further information about Maitreya and the Masters can be
found in my books and in Share International magazine and
website, details of which are given at the end of this book.

I would like to express my gratitude to the many people in
London and San Francisco whose time and effort have
contributed to this book. Their devotion to the tasks of
transcribing, inputting, proof-reading and indexing, cheerfully and
efficiently undertaken, have made its publication possible. In
particular, I would like to express my gratitude, once again, to
Michiko Ishikawa for her invaluable work in organizing the
copious material into readable form.

London, February 2002

Benjamin Creme
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PART ONE

THE ART OF CO-OPERATION

THE ART OF CO-OPERATION

by the Master —, through Benjamin Creme

More and more, men are beginning to understand the severity of
the problems which face them today. On all fronts — political,
economic and social — these problems multiply and cause much
heartache and sad shaking of heads. Add to these the
environmental problems which man’s cavalier attitude to nature
and its resources has engendered, and the future for mankind
looks bleaker still. The realization is dawning that mankind’s life
is in crisis and that something radical must be done before it is too
late.

What, indeed, can man do to save himself from disaster?
What steps can he take even to mitigate the threat to his well-
being?

The answer is relatively simple but, it would seem, difficult
for men to grasp, caught, as they are, in the net of their own
conditioning.

Men must release themselves from the poison of competition,
must realize it for the glamour which it is, and, seeing the
Oneness of all men, embrace co-operation for the General Good.
Only co-operation and justice will save men from a disaster of
their own making; co-operation and justice alone will guarantee
their future. Considering that this is so, man has little option but
to accept co-operation as the key to his salvation.
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When men co-operate rather than compete, they will find a
magic potion entering their lives. The ease with which long-lasting
problems will be solved will astonish, the impossible will yield to
the lightest touch, and, through co-operation alone, men will learn
the true art of living. Thus will it be, and thus will men learn to
appreciate the beauty of relationship which only co-operation can
bestow. Through co-operation the new civilization will be built,
the new science revealed, the new understanding manifested. Thus
will men grow together in the discovery of their divinity. Thus
will they know the joy and happiness of such togetherness.

Central role

The Masters, your Elder Brothers, are not strangers to co-
operation. In all that They do, co-operation plays a central role. It
could not be otherwise in the manifested Brotherhood where the
canker of competition is unknown.

It is Our earnest desire that men learn the art of co-operation,
and to this end shall We act as mentors, teaching through
example. So liberating is co-operation it is surprising, is it not,
that men have been so tardy in learning its joys.

The era of competition is fast coming to an end. With its
demise, violence and war, starvation amid plenty, greed and
separation, will likewise fade from the memory. To replace these
sorrows will emerge blessed co-operation, to guarantee to men
their essential divinity. Thus will it be and thus will men come to
understand another facet in the nature of God. (Share
International, September 2000)
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CO-OPERATION

by the Master —, through Benjamin Creme

Humanity today stands poised for a great leap into the future, a
future in which man’s essentially divine nature will demonstrate.
Little though he may know this, man has passed and is passing
the tests which will allow him, in full adulthood, to become the
recipient of knowledge and powers with which to fashion that
future.

At present, only to the inner vision of the Guides of the Race
may this reality be clear, but such it is, and portends well for the
coming time. Wherever men gather, today, can be seen and felt a
new urgency, a new sense of commitment to the well-being of the
planet and its kingdoms.

Only now, after aeons spent in the struggle for existence and
progress, can man be said to have reached maturity, a maturity
discernible to Us, albeit well hidden from man himself.
Major advance
The opportunity arises now for a major advance in human
progress outstripping by far, in speed and accomplishment, all
previous advances. Whereas, until now, a slow and steady
progress was desirable, and even preferable, a new, dynamic
rhythm is being created whose momentum will sweep humanity
into the future on a wave of global change. So great are the
tensions in today’s divided world that only a rapid change of
direction will prevent catastrophe. This rapid change, there is no
doubt, will present problems of adjustment to many, but many
more, by far, will welcome these changes as the opportunity for
new life.

We, the Toilers behind the scenes, have every confidence that
humanity will set in motion this radical transformation of its
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structures. They no longer serve man’s needs and block the
emergence of the new. We watch and guide, overseeing all.

Little by little, a new consciousness is awakening humanity to
its inner needs. The old, competitive spirit dies hard, but
nevertheless a new spirit of co-operation is likewise to be seen.
This augurs well for the future for it is by co-operation alone that
mankind will survive; by co-operation alone that the new
civilization will be built; by co-operation only that men can know
and demonstrate the inner truth of their divinity.

Co-operation is the natural result of right relationship: right
relationship likewise follows wise co-operation. Co-operation
holds the key to all successful group effort and is a manifestation
of divine goodwill. Without co-operation nothing lasting can be
achieved, for co-operation brings into synthesis many diverse
points of view.

Co-operation is another word for Unity. Unity and co-
operation are the springboards to the future and the guarantee of
achievement for all men. Great reservoirs of power lie untapped
within humanity waiting for the magic of co-operation to unleash.

Competition strains the natural order; co-operation liberates
the goodwill in men. Competition cares only for the self, whereas
co-operation works for the highest good of all.

Competition leads to separation, the origin of all sin; co-
operation seeks to blend and fuse the many-coloured strands of
the one divine life.

Competition has led man to the precipice; co-operation alone
will help him find the path.

The old and backward-looking love competition; the new
embrace with joy divine co-operation.

The people of the world can be divided into two kinds: those
who compete, and those who co-operate.

Cleanse the heart of the stain of competition; open the heart to
joyful co-operation. (Share International, December 1984)
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THE NECESSITY OF CO-OPERATION

[The following article is an edited version of the keynote talk given by
Benjamin Creme at the 1997 Transmission Meditation Conference
held near San Francisco, USA, and therefore addressed to an
American audience.]

The world is divided into two groups: those who are holding on to
the old greedy and selfish nationalistic systems and who thus
represent the reactionary forces of the world, and those who are
opening to the new incoming energies of Aquarius, and who are
looking for a way of brotherhood and co-operation, a realization
of the interdependence that results from the fact that we are one
humanity.

As the one humanity, we are working out our mutual destiny
and evolving to give expression — with our different nationalities
and talents — to the extraordinary variety of divine life, but in the
form of unity. This is obviously a major problem for humanity;
the world is so divided, competition is so rife today. It is the very
nature of our political and economic systems, based as they are on
market forces, commercialization, aggrandizement and power. If
we would survive, it must be changed. How can we overturn the
tremendous power of competition which underlies all aspects of
our life today, and entrench in its place not only the idea but the
action of co-operation?

Competition, I believe, is based on fear. If we look back at
our history, we can think of competition as it relates to the animal
kingdom. It is natural for animals to compete for food in the
struggle for survival. There is an ongoing competition between the
wolves and the caribou, between the lions and the various
branches of antelope and deer. All of these are in competition, but
they do not think of it as competition. The lion or tiger never
thinks: "I am competing with my brothers and sisters to get at that
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antelope." It never enters their mind. It is an instinctive reaction to
life.

If a lion, tiger or leopard is hungry, it goes out to look for
food. Its food is always on four legs, so anything on four legs is
fair game to them. It is just a question of who can use its legs
faster than the other. If the deer or antelope runs faster, as it very
often does, it gets away from the big cat. If, through co-operation,
the lions or leopards work together, or, as the wolves do chasing
the caribou, co-operate and hunt together by a mutual, inborn
instinct of co-operation, they can bring down their quarry, which
may be much faster. Co-operation in the animal kingdom works,
but hunting is basically a competition for survival.

This is not a historically rigorous account but it serves to
illustrate my argument: at one time it was perfectly natural for
early man, living sometimes in conditions of food scarcity, to
compete for that food to live. They fought for survival. They
fought for survival, too, in the ages-long competition between
early animal-man and the animal kingdom. The descendants of the
dinosaurs — still dinosaurs if smaller and faster, and just as
rapacious — decimated humanity. The very existence of
humanity was threatened over and over again by the animal
kingdom. The instinct of competition for survival is absolutely
basic to the animal.

But we are not just animals. Although we owe our bodies and
certain of our instincts to the animal kingdom, we are souls in
incarnation. As souls, something other than competition comes
into play in the relationships between men and men, between
groups, between nations. We are not always competing but when
we do we always end up destroying ourselves. War is competition
writ large, and is something which humanity has turned to again
and again for different reasons: for aggrandizement, booty, for
pleasure as often as not, as in the Middle Ages, to keep the sword
arm strong; for the sheer enjoyment of what replaced the chase —
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the chase of our brothers and sisters of a different colour, religion,
tribe, or race.

With the advent of agrarian civilizations, the necessity for
competition diminished. Competition in terms of warfare still took
place very often, but the very fact of turning to settled agrarian
culture led man away from the necessity of chasing each other, or
animals, for the pot. A different aspect evolved: co-operation.
Tribes grew in size, little market towns grew up, trading took
place. That depends on co-operation. You cannot build a town or
a trading station without co-operation. You cannot enlarge the
range of human activities and become creative without co-
operation. If some are digging the soil, it allows others to build
the houses. If some are building the houses, it allows others to
play the flute or the harp. These differentiations and
specializations enrich human society, civilization and culture.
Without the spirit of co-operation none of that richness can be
fostered. It needs the sense of oneself as part of a group, a
community, brothers and sisters sharing the resources of a
particular place, and enjoying, therefore, the fruits of this co-
operative interaction.

Overproduction

We have arrived at a point today where, in practical, material
terms, the world is probably richer than it has ever been. There
are more products per capita in the world than at any time in
human history. Never has there been felt the need for so many
things. Never have there been so many storehouses bulging full
with products. We have reached a point of massive
overproduction, which takes co-operation to produce but has led
to a sustained attack on each other in the competition to sell each
other these goods.

At one time people traded for only what they needed. If you
produced wine and grew olives, you traded them for gold, silver,
tin, lapis lazuli, or some other natural product of the earth. That
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was sufficient. No one thought of trying to compete with other
people in terms of the nature of what was traded. If you were
Phoenician, Roman or Greek, you traded with Britain and
Germany for the things that Britain and Germany produced, not
for what you yourself produced. You gave them wine, olives and
marble, and they gave you tin, copper, wool and amber. And so a
natural, co-operative, industry of trade grew up in this agrarian
culture around the world.

Today, all the nations of the developed world are producing
the same things. We all produce motor cars, sewing machines,
refrigerators, calculators, computers and all the paraphernalia of
our modern, sophisticated city existence — and we are all trying
to sell these things to each other. In the main, none of us needs
what the other has to sell. We only want it if it costs less. If it is
better made and dearer, we do not always want it. If it is better
made and cheaper, then we certainly want it. If it is not quite so
well made but quite a lot cheaper then we will certainly make do
with it. That is how we trade today. We are trading things that we
can make perfectly easily ourselves but costing a little more as we
do it.

We have reached a kind of impasse in trade. Where is the way
from here? One way is to go back to an agrarian culture where
everyone makes their own things and trades for what each other
needs. That would be sensible, except that the world today is so
large, there are so many people, the trading system which would
allow that would be so complicated, that no one would think of
doing it. Of course it would be foolish to try to go back. We have
to go in a different direction. We have to become not competitive,
but co-operative. Otherwise we shall not go forward in any
direction at all.

Competitiveness

Competition, however, seems to be inborn in the human psyche.
Everyone, to a greater or lesser extent, is competitive. We have to
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recognize it, and deal with that fact. Most siblings are
competitive: they compete for the love, approval and attention of
their parents. If they do not get enough they hate the other sibling
and take it out on the younger child. In every family where there
are two or three children, the first one is fine until age two when
the next one comes along.

The responsibility of parents is enormous. Since competition
between siblings is almost inevitable, it has to be controlled and
replaced by co-operation which, I believe, has to be taught.

Everyone in today’s imperfect society is conditioned. Every
parent conditions their children in the way that they were
conditioned. We are passing on our conditioning all the time. We
have to be very aware, very sensitive and intelligent, to realize
what we are doing, and also extremely patient and detached. We
have to create the conditions of co-operation for our children from
the earliest possible age.

The better nurseries and kindergartens do try to inculcate co-
operation. When you see it, it is wonderful, absolutely delightful,
but it quickly breaks down as soon as two children want the same
toy or the same activity. Then comes the old, primal, primitive
man with his instinct to compete, through the desire principle
which rules the personality. The astral nature dominates the child
until about 14 years of age. (I am not talking about the geniuses
who come in as initiates and start painting like Picasso.)

Divine goodwill

The desire principle is very powerful, and instinctively expresses
itself through competition. It could co-operate, but grasping,
fighting for what it feels it needs, certainly for what it wants, it
competes, kills if necessary, hurts, destroys. That is the story of
humanity's life until it reaches the stage at which the soul, the
divine aspect whose nature is goodwill, demonstrates. As the
Master says: "Co-operation is the demonstration of divine
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goodwill." It is the soul which demonstrates goodwill, which
makes us want to co-operate.

It is very difficult for human beings in physical bodies, with
personalities that are mainly governed by their astral nature, to
see clearly, to understand, except perhaps intellectually, the
nature of the soul. The soul sees the broad view; it has no sense of
itself as separate in any way.

The soul, working magically, produces the person on the
physical plane. It creates the ray-structure and the bodies,
physical, astral and mental, at a particular rate of vibration
determined by the point reached in the previous life. The soul is
trying to create an exact replica of itself, and it knows, because it
is intelligent, that this will take many incarnations. It has to give
its reflection the vehicles which relate to the conditions of life at
any given time: the nature of the family and the environment in
which it is going to be placed; a set of vehicles, rays and
accomplishments. We have had all the rays, more or less, in
countless incarnations. Some of them will be in abeyance, not
strongly expressing themselves. Others will have been very
recently used, and will be clearly showing in the make-up. None
of that is ever lost.

The soul has total, absolute goodwill. It knows only divine
intelligence, divine love, and divine purpose or will. Goodwill is
an aspect of love, the purpose of God and the love of God
together, and is essential love. The soul tries to inculcate this in its
vehicle, which inevitably leads to co-operation. When you co-
operate you express the quality of goodwill. The more co-
operative you become the more goodwill you express. The more
goodwill you have, the more you will want to co-operate. It is
easy to co-operate if you have goodwill. It is difficult to co-
operate if you are working under the desire principle, and wanting
what your ‘intelligence’ tells you is needed. The brain intelligence
is often at variance with the insight and intuition coming from the
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soul which always leads to goodwill, to the expression of right
relationship.

The soul only knows right relationship. That is what it wants
to produce on the physical plane. This of course is difficult since
for long ages, and especially now through our modern political
and economic structures, we have created a world whose essential
nature is competition.

The ‘American Dream’

Take, for example, the USA. The greatest desire here, the
‘American Dream’, is abundance and freedom. Dominated as it is
by the 6th ray of idealism, the fundamental nature of the
personality expression of America is competition because its
idealism and sense of individuality increases its competitive spirit.

The early Pilgrim Fathers came to America for freedom of
worship. They found this was a land “flowing with milk and
honey”. It was the answer to the dream of abundance of material
wealth, aggrandizement, power, all that could be said to be
worthwhile in the physical life of humanity. That became part of
the American Dream. In building this nation the early settlers had
to compete for the land which belonged to the Native American
tribes; so they had to kill off all the ‘Indians’, more or less. They
brought the gun into play, and, of course, a good gun is better
than any good bow-and-arrow. This country was created by
competition, as are all pioneering activities. You have to compete
to pioneer and build a nation. However, that competitive spirit has
lasted until it is the most powerful characteristic of this country.

America’s ‘gift’ to the world as a whole, through its films, the
economic and political power which it has taken on itself, is
competition. That is the major expression of American life today.
It is not the only expression but it is the major one.

From infancy American children are taught to compete. In
fact they are made to compete. They are not the only ones, of
course. The Europeans, and, above all, the Japanese, are also
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taught to compete, implored to compete. Mothers only praise their
children if they compete well in class. They are taught to welcome
every situation which improves their ‘chances’ in life. That begins
to dominate our sense of life, and it has now spread worldwide. It
is an American dream which has become a world dream, a dream
of abundance.

This dream is based on greed, which is based on fear. It has
allied itself with competition which likewise is based on fear. If
there is no fear there is no competition. Take away fear and we
have the opposite of fear; we have love, confidence, faith. That is
removed at our peril. If our parents, in raising us, remove that
basic faith in life, that basic trust, love and co-operative spirit of
goodwill which we are all born with but which can be fostered or
replaced by fear, and therefore competition, competition becomes
inbuilt in the consciousness.

Some nations cannot live without competition. Today, a great
problem for the world is the American power to influence the
mode of living of the rest of the world. It is done, among other
things, through radio, television and films. American films are one
of the greatest educative tools in the world. They are seen
everywhere, in the developed and in the developing world. The US
makes good films and bad films but above all films which teach.
They teach the world how to live in fear and how to compete to
overcome that fear: if you can compete well you can rise above
fear. You gain, you aggrandize, you build in plenty, so that you
can have a cushion with which to keep at bay the forces of which
you are afraid.

This is a country where everyone is taught that the dream of
everyone is to ‘make a million’. I know that no one in this room
has the dream of making a million. You would not be any good at
it anyway, because you are too good at understanding the
meaning and purpose of life. That is why you are in this kind of
group. But millions of people are enthralled with the idea of
‘making a million’ — the first million, that is the difficult one. As
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soon as you make one million the rest comes easily. You invest
and play the stock market which is built to provide the gaming
tables where that million can quickly become two and three
million and then a billion. That is part of the American dream.

These people have to live behind locked gates; they have to be
passed in and out. You call that freedom? These people never
come to my lectures because they finish at 12 o’clock at night and
they are afraid they will get mugged. It is the same all over the
world. That is not my idea of freedom.

The American people in particular (speaking generally) have
accepted this fantasy. They want freedom but create institutions
which deny them the very freedom that they are supposed to be
wanting and protecting. They build up big armies to protect the
American Way of Life. I love America and I love Americans but
you can keep ‘the American Way of Life’! It has little to do with
real freedom; nothing to do with justice or co-operation. It has to
do with competition.

Americans are very good at competing, because they do it all
the time. They do it in business, they do it in war. And if they
cannot do it openly, they do it under the counter, with the CIA.
What do you think the CIA is for? The CIA is to compete with the
other nations of the world without seeming to do so, because it is
not gentlemanly to get rid of democratically elected governments.
So you have to bring the CIA in to do the dirty job for you.

I am knocking the United States, but that is not really my
intention. I am pointing out the major source of competition, but it
has spread throughout the world. And today it threatens the very
existence of the world.

Interdependence

If we do not give up competition we will destroy the world.
Humanity has to understand that we are interdependent, brothers
and sisters of one humanity; also that humanity is a force in the
world which has to obey certain rules. These rules are inborn in
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us from the soul level. When we express ourselves on the soul
level we obey the rules.

The rules are that we co-operate. Politically and economically
there is no nation in the world, not even the biggest, America,
which can stand alone. America has trillions of dollars of national
debt, 25 per cent of which is underwritten by Japan. If Japan
withdraws its investment in US Government bonds, 25 per cent of
your national debt is shaken at its foundation. You have to find
the rest or collapse.

This is the result of a complete misconception of the nature of
the world on the part of successive governments in this country.
The world is different from how successive American
administrations have seen it. They have really seen it as a power
game, and the bigger, more powerful, you are, the more you can
control the game. For centuries the rest of the world has fought
out little power games: in Europe for centuries, in the Far East
even longer. For thousands of years, China has been torn by strife
between the warlords, and the same in Japan.

In the USA, because it is a new country, you have not had
that kind of internal strife. That is altogether unusual for a
country of this size. You had it twice — the War of Independence
and the Civil War between the North and South. That was your
quick (although it did not seem so at the time) telescoping of the
history of Europe and the Far East, creating the conditions of
modern times. I am sure there are many people in this country
who are still suffering from the effects of the Civil War but there
are also black people who have been liberated because of the Civil
War. There is good and bad in war. There are just wars and
totally unjust wars.

What we are waiting for, as the Master Djwhal Khul wrote
through Alice Bailey, is the manifestation of the 2nd-ray love of
the soul of America. When the soul aspect of America
demonstrates, it will rid the world of competition. Until now it has
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been the personality aspect — which is greedy, presumptuous and
aggressive, good at laying down the law, powerfully competitive,
and good at that because of its 6th-ray energy — which has
largely demonstrated. The 6th ray has a tremendous capacity for
galvanizing itself and getting what it wants. The desire principle
works through it, and if it did not, of course, it would be a great
loss to the world. The last 2,000 years has been a time in which
that ray dominated humanity. It is the Piscean inheritance, and it
is focused in what is the newest aspect of humanity.

The United States embodies the up-to-the-moment aspect of
the Plan of evolution on the planet. America is Europe transferred
across the seas — little bits of Europe: Germany, Italy, Britain,
Poland, Sweden, and so on. They are taken over and transplanted
across the sea and then mixed together. America is the outcome of
that experiment carried out by Hierarchy. The people of Europe
and America make up the fifth sub-race of the fifth, the Aryan,
root race. America exemplifies the latest phase, the latest
expression of this development of humanity — from the first sub-
race of the first race, up to, now, the fifth sub-race of the fifth
race. Out of this fifth sub-race are being drawn now, and over a
long period into the future, people who will become the sixth sub-
race of the fifth race. They will be found in America and Europe,
mainly in America. A new Being is being created out of this mix.
Out of the tensions, the possibilities arise for the coming in of the
soul factor of intuition.

Achievement

America’s soul aspect, the 2nd ray of Love/Wisdom,
demonstrated most obviously with the Marshall Plan after the
war. The Marshall Plan is the greatest achievement of America to
date vis-à-vis the rest of the world. It is not America’s gifts of
competition, of computerization, getting to the moon, and now
looking at Mars. Others do that, more or less. America does it
bigger and better because it is bigger and better at those particular
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things. But these are not the important things — the important
thing is the right human relationship which any nation creates.
Idealistically, America believes in right human relationships as
long as they are along the American notion of what that is. That
notion is capitalism and a democratic type of political system —
but not too democratic.

Now that the Cold War is over (not through the triumph of
capitalism over communism but because Mr Gorbachev, inspired
by Maitreya, went to America and talked peace and the ending of
the Cold War), there is a degree of co-operation taking place for
the first time between America and the former Soviet Union.
Russia is likewise dominated by the 6th ray on the personality
level. We have had two political, economic and military giants
facing and competing with each other, from the Second World
War until just a few years ago. There has been a tremendous
stress-producing pressure imposed on humanity by these two
superpowers. There is now only one superpower, for the time
being. (China will emerge as a superpower.) Now that America
stands alone as a superpower, it has the responsibility of creating
a different world. It will only do so when the 2nd-ray love, the
soul aspect of the nation, demonstrates.

Through whom can it demonstrate? Only through the
disciples and initiates because they are the ones who give
expression to the soul aspect of any nation. It is up to the initiates
and disciples to come forward with the ideas, the inspiring
thoughtform of co-operation on a global scale, in line with the
globalization which America has created in economic terms.
There is not yet sufficient goodwill and trust between the nations
to create the political counterpart, and so the competitive spirit, in
line with market forces, the commercialization of all life which is
part of market forces, dominates.

If market forces are to dominate the lifestyle of any global
community, then it must be based on competition because the
market sets up the competitive base. The biggest will inevitably
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win. The biggest happens to be America, which is why it fosters
market forces ideology. No one is going to foster market forces if
they are in an inferior position. You cannot imagine Zaire or
Uganda giving to the world the ‘gift’ of a market-forces economy.
It had to come out of this country, the US. Now it has spread
throughout the world because your economy has spread
throughout the world.

The spiritual crisis of humanity, (not knowing the meaning
and purpose of our lives), is focused today through the political,
and especially the economic, field, and can only be resolved there.
That means that the soul aspect, the spiritual aspect, has to be
given expression.

We have to see what we are doing and change it. Humanity
has to change or die. This is what my Master spells out so clearly:
"Co-operation is another word for Unity. Unity and co-
operation are the springboards to the future and the guarantee
of achievement for all men. Great reservoirs of power lie
untapped within humanity waiting for the magic of co-operation
to unleash.”

Living in conditions of competition and fear, we use only a
fragment of our potential. There are billions of people, most of the
world’s population, who have nothing to say, no part to play in
their own destiny. The world passes them by. Life passes them
by. They can only look on, abject, exploited, hurt, inwardly
furious; angry people watching what happens in the world, seeing
it on television and in films. They work perhaps 18 hours a day
just to scrape together a poor living. They do the same thing,
seven days a week. That is the life of millions of people, and at a
somewhat less anguished state, the life of millions more.

What happens when these people see Maitreya, hear His
voice calling for justice, sharing and right relationship? These
people are waiting for revenge. They have dampened down the
fires of their natural lives to not explode, to not kill themselves, to
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not kill the ‘boss’. All of that pent-up, frustrated, life-giving
energy is kept from expression now but it will not be for ever. It
will take, I believe, everything that Maitreya can do to secure that
situation, to keep the pent-up fires within bounds. Maitreya will
call for change but, also, you can be sure, for balance and
forgiveness. We will see, stage by stage, the growing momentum
of change, and will forgive and forget the ancient wrongs. That is
an absolute necessity. Otherwise we would have another blood-
bath.

Co-operation has to be shown as the only way forward, and
not simply as an unfortunate necessity: otherwise we would have
revolution. We have to want the changes for themselves. We have
to want co-operation. We have to see and accept the rights of
every human being, from the youngest and lowest on the
economic scale to the princes of power in the mansions of the
developed world. That is essential. Competition, as my Master
says, "strains the natural order; co-operation liberates the
goodwill in men".

Sub-human existence

If competition is based on fear, which it is, then we are living a
sub-human existence all our lives. We accept competition as our
job, not seeing it as competition. Our job involves only a part of
the mechanism of competition: we must create goods or services
cheaper than anyone else. That is the aim. If that means our job
goes, that is something we have to accept. Our job goes because
we have to ‘cut down’ to make it possible to sell this particular
product cheaper than elsewhere. If you are a good American, and
you believe in this myth of competition, you should also accept
the loss of your job, your comfort, your way of life. That is a
natural part of the market-forces economy.

What if you cannot accept it? What if the strains are too
great? The strains of market forces hurt very badly in all of the
developed world. It is almost impossible to walk in New York,
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London, Paris, Tokyo, Berlin and elsewhere without falling over
people who are sleeping out — the vast army of homeless and
workless of the developed world. This is the creation of market
forces. Then there are the drugs, and the crime which arises to
pay for the drugs. Eighty-seven per cent of all crime in America is
drug-related. It is almost the same in Britain and the rest of
Europe. As the crime grows, drugs grow, and as the drug culture
grows, crime grows — they interact. Maitreya says that people
who suffer from drug abuse are suffering from spiritual
starvation. Spiritual starvation, the outcome of competition,
drives people to drugs. Of course it makes billions of dollars for
the drug barons. They supply the means of slow suicide for
millions of people.

How long do we imagine this can go on? We have to change
the lifestyle. We have to obliterate from the consciousness of
humanity the fear which expresses itself in competition. How do
we do it? We have to find a way. We can ask Maitreya, and He
will say: "Trust Me, trust life, trust yourself, trust the God within,
and share the resources of the world." As soon as we accept the
principle of sharing, and create justice in the world thereby, we
will come to the end of competition.

The scourge of competition is based on two things: greed and
fear. Greed is the outcome of fear. Fear is the basic, fundamental
expression of that which is against life. When you take away fear
you release the energy of life. This is why the capitalist system is
based on freeing people to explore their creativity. However, it is
seen in purely individual and materialistic terms; it leaves out the
soul aspect which expresses itself collectively. The individuality
of which everyone is so proud has to be put at the service of the
group. When this is done, individuality changes its nature. Instead
of being competitive, it becomes co-operative. It expresses divine
goodwill. This is what the world has to do. And every group has
to do likewise.
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Inculcate co-operation in groups

One of the major problems for our groups today, in some
countries more than others, is how the groups — who all believe
in the same thing, who are all expecting Maitreya, who are
putting in time and energy to open the minds of the public to the
reappearance of Maitreya and the Masters — contact the media
and get them to make this known. All of that depends on co-
operation. Right co-operation makes for right outer, and therefore
efficient, action, just as focused business efficiency makes for
more effective competition.

When you replace competition by co-operation, you bring in
the techniques, the awareness, the creativity, the imagination of a
bigger group of people. If you work in that way, you are a much
more effective group. You get more ideas. You have to see that
everyone has a right to their ideas. The ideas are not all of equal
merit, perhaps, in relation to the problem, but by co-operation, by
trial and error, you arrive at the ideas which are the most
effective. This whole question of competition and co-operation is
a very relevant group concern which every group should take
seriously.

Some individuals just cannot co-operate. To get back to the
6th ray again: the 6th ray, of all the rays, finds it difficult to co-
operate because of its marked individuality. The 6th ray is the ray
of idealism but the idealism is always individualistically
expressed. In every group you will find people, powerfully
governed by the 6th ray, who are in such groups because of their
idealism. Their motive is totally good, idealistic and worthy, but
their mode of procedure, because their idealism is focused in their
own individuality, prevents them from co-operating with the other
members. They can work for the group, sometimes very
effectively, but not with the group. Co-operation means working
with, working together, finding wise compromise. The 6th-ray
types find it very difficult to compromise because they are always
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right. What is the point, they think, of compromising with
somebody who is wrong? That is the approach of the 6th ray: it
would be stupid to give up my right for their wrong. Only a fool
would do that. The 6th-ray person is not a fool. He may be blind,
bigoted and obstinate, but that is something else.

Maturity

The Master says that only now — after aeons spent in the
struggle for existence through competition — have we come to a
point where we can create the necessities of life very easily. We
can do it with robots. We will soon do it with super-robots, and
eventually will even create the robots by thought. We can do it all,
it is not a difficult problem. We have only now reached maturity
— a maturity discernible to the Masters, even if well hidden from
humanity itself. The Masters know that humanity is mature
enough now to think, to measure, to see the possibilities, the
dangers, and the ways of action necessary to change.

We have never yet destroyed ourselves. We were on the point
of doing it in 1959, during the Berlin crisis, which would have led
to the Third World War. That war was stopped, luckily for us, by
the mutual action of our Hierarchy and the Space Brothers,
through Their representatives in the world. There was another
scare in 1962 with the Cuban missile crisis, but curiously enough,
that was not so intense. The war against war had been won in
1959, and the earth was saved.

We can still destroy. We have free will; we can reject
Maitreya. We can say: “No, we like it the way it is. We are so
into competition that we don’t know any other way to go.” But
when the stock markets crash, what then? Is it going to work any
more? How can you measure success or failure any more?  Huge
global corporations are heavily invested in the stock markets, and
not only that, they daily, hourly, gamble in the markets
worldwide. It is nearly always currency speculation — the future
price of the dollar, yen, mark, pound sterling. All the big
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corporations have a great deal of money involved in that kind of
speculation. There are also banks — like Barings Bank (in the
UK) — and counties like Orange County (in southern California)
which went bankrupt two or three years ago because of their
involvement in derivatives, the speculation on the price of any
given currency in three or six months or whatever. All of this
great edifice, built on competition, can fall overnight, and must be
transformed. The Masters know that we are ready, mature
enough, to make the right decisions.

The Master says: "The people of the world can be divided
into two kinds: those who compete, and those who co-operate."
That is an extraordinary statement. It seems to me to be the
crucial statement about our time, and an extraordinary measure of
the state of play in the world, the readiness of the world for
change. Two great forces exist today: the reactionaries, looking
backward, because they love the past, grimly holding on to the
old, the useless, that which is breaking down, falling apart; and
those who see that the only way forward is through co-operation,
who come into incarnation ready to co-operate because they are
disciples and initiates. It is in the hands of these disciples and
initiates, who make up the New Group of World Servers, that the
future of the world depends. (Share International,
January/February 1998)

[For information on the ray structures of nations and
individuals, see Benjamin Creme, Maitreya’s Mission, Volumes
One and Two]
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